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• Hybrid curriculum
• Half lectures/TBLs
• Half Problem-based learning

• Six sequential Blocks
• Main pharmacology contact time during Block 4

Tight schedule limits student contact time with pharmacology faculty
Yet, students consistently request more pharmacology exposure
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• Provides a centralized forum for discussion of topics of specific relevance to 
the curriculum

• Allows students to ask questions after they have had time to digest, reflect 
on and assimilate information provided in lectures, PBLs or TBLs

• Allows students to efficiently share useful resources
• Allows students to answer each others questions
• All students can follow and contribute to the discussions on their own time
• Forces students (and faculty) to clarify their questions and answers in 

writing
Cheston CC, Flickinger TE, Chisolm MS. Social media use in medical education: a systematic review. Acad Med. 2013 Jun;88(6):893-901.

Davis WM, Ho K, Last J. Advancing social media in medical education. CMAJ. 2015 May 19;187(8):549-50.

• Professional forum that can be set up for 
restricted access

• At CWRU, everyone has a Google+ account by 
default, no need for people to create an account

• Available as an app that runs on smart phones
• Provides helpful functionalities like image and 

video posting within the discussion box
• Mechanism to reward helpful posts (+1), similar 

to Facebook “like”, Twitter “favorite” or 
Instagram “love” 

• Can “follow” people like on Twitter
• Community discussions are saved and easy to 

recall
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• Set up
• Straightforward except that inviting many people to join a community is 

cumbersome 
• Participation (initial pharmacology posts)

• 13 thus far - 2017
• 5 – 2016
• 9 – 2015
• 11 – 2014

• In most cases there are multiple follow-up posts
• Multiple students contribute to the discussion

• Post topics
• Tips on drug information research
• Clarification of lecture material and assigned reading
• TBL/PBL ideal answer clarification
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• Anonymous posting (that can be controlled by moderators)
• Easier, more reliable, way to add members en masse
• Tracking number of views of a post
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Available for Windows/Mac/Android

Free form or Powerpoint/pdf-based
presentation options available

Separate recording for each slide
(easy to edit)
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• Google+ communities are useful for asynchronous pharmacology 
education

• Faculty promotion and monitoring of the forum is critical for student 
participation in my experience

• Faculty videos are often helpful supplements to discussions (don’t 
underestimate the amount prep time needed for them!)

• Future efforts will aim to quantify the efficacy of the discussion forum 
in improving understanding of core pharmacological concepts


